
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents: 

According to CommonSenseMedia.org, 

kids who read a lot over the summer not 

only maintain reading skills, they go back to 

school better prepared for all subjects. 

  
Check out CommonSenseMedia.org 
 to find more fun ways to prevent the  
summer slide. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/back-
to-school/how-do-i-make-sure-my-kids-dont
-lose-knowledge-and-skills-over-the-
summer 

 
NCRMS Summer Reading List 

Look over the summer reading list. There are 

many books to choose from in different genres: 

Adventure/Survival 

Fantasy 

Historical Fiction 

Mystery/Suspense 

Realistic Fiction 

Science Fiction 

Visit your local public library to check out the 

book(s) of your choice. 

 

 



I Am Still Alive 
By: Kate Alice Marshall 
Jess hadn't seen her dad in 
over a decade. But after a car 
crash killed her mother and left 
her injured, she was forced to 
move to his cabin in the remote 
Canadian wilderness. Now her 
father is dead and Jess is 
stranded. With only her father's 
dog for company, Jess must 
forage and hunt for food, build 
shelter, and keep herself warm. 
Some days it feels like the wild 
is out to destroy her, but she's 
stronger than she ever imag-
ined. Jess will survive. She has 
to. She knows who killed her 
father . . . and she wants re-
venge. 
 
The Book of Boy 
By: Catherine G Murdock 
(2019 Newbery Honor) 
In 1350, a boy with a large 
hump on his back becomes the 
servant of a shadowy pilgrim on 
his way to Rome, who pulls the 
boy into a dangerous expedition 
across Europe to gather the 
seven precious relics of Saint 
Peter.  
Boy quickly realizes this journey 
is not an innocent one. They 
are stealing the relics and  
accumulating dangerous  
enemies in the process. But 
Boy is determined to see this 
pilgrimage through until the end
--for what if St. Peter has the 
power to make him the same as 
the other boys? 
  
 

The Doom Machine 
By: Mark Teague 
When a spaceship lands in 
Vern Hollow, Jack's hometown, 
he and his no-account inventor-
uncle Bud are busy trying to fix 
a car driven by Dr. Shumway 
and her daughter, Isadora. 
Although Uncle Bud secretly 
knows the aliens are after one 
of his inventions, everyone is 
surprised when the space al-
iens capture seven of Vern 
Hollow's residents and take 
them into outer space on a wild 
adventure. 

Just a Drop of Water 
By: Kerry O’Malley Cerra 
Ever since he was little, Jake 
Green has longed to be a soldier 
and a hero like his grandpa, who 
died serving his country. Right 
now, though, he just wants to 
outsmart--and outrun--the rival 
cross country team. But then the 
tragedy of September 11 happens. 
It's quickly discovered that one of 
the hijackers lived nearby, making 
Jake's Florida town an FBI hot 
spot. Suddenly, everything he ever 
knew to be true feels like one big 
lie. 
 
The Stone Girl’s Story 
By: Sarah Beth Durst 
Mayka and her stone family were 
brought to life by the stories 
etched into their bodies. Now time 
is eroding these vital marks, and 
Mayka must find a stonemason to 
recarve them. But the search is 
more complex than she had imag-
ined, and Mayka uncovers a 
scheme endangering all stone 
creatures. Only someone who 
casts stories into stone can help--
but whom can Mayka trust? 
Where is the stonemason who will 
save them? 
 
Insignificant Events in the Life 
of a Cactus 
By: Dusti Bowling 
Aven Green loves to tell people 
that she lost her arms in an  
alligator wrestling match, or a 
wildfire in Tanzania, but the truth 
is she was born without them. And 
when her parents take a job  
running a rundown western theme 
park in Arizona, Aven moves with 
them across the country knowing 
that she'll have to answer the 
question over and over again. 
Her new life takes an unexpected 
turn when she bonds with Connor, 
a classmate who also feels  
isolated because of his own  
disability, and they discover a 
room at Stagecoach Pass that 
holds bigger secrets than Aven 
ever could have imagined. It's 
hard to solve a mystery, help a 
friend, and face your worst fears. 
But Aven's about to discover she 
can do it all . . . even without arms. 
 
  
 

 

Sticks and Stones 
By: Abby Cooper 
Twelve-year-old Elyse has a rare 
genetic disorder that makes the 
words other people say about her 
appear on her body. But as she 
gets older the kids and the words 
get meaner. Until one day she 
receives an anonymous note  
saying “I know who you are, and I 
know what you are dealing with. I 
want to help.” As she works to 
solve the mystery of who sent the 
note, she also finds new ways to 
accept herself. 
 
Amal Unbound 
By: Aisha Saeed 
Life is quiet and ordinary in Amal's 
Pakistani village, but she had no 
complaints, and besides, she's 
busy pursuing her dream of be-
coming a teacher one day. Her 
dreams are temporarily dashed 
when--as the eldest daughter--she 
must stay home from school to 
take care of her siblings. Amal is 
upset, but she doesn't lose hope 
and finds ways to continue  
learning. Then the unimaginable 
happens--after an accidental  
run-in with the son of her village's  
corrupt landlord, Amal must work 
as his family's servant to pay off 
her own family's debt.. Will she be 
able to hold onto her dreams? 
 
.The Night Diary 
By: Veera Hiranandani 
(2019 Newbery Honor) 
It's 1947, and India has been 
separated into two countries: 
Pakistan and India. The divide 
has created much tension  
between Hindus and Muslims, 
and hundreds of thousands are 
killed crossing borders. 
When Nisha’s Papa decides it's 
too dangerous to stay in what is 
now Pakistan, Nisha and her 
family become refugees and  
embark first by train but later on 
foot to reach her new home. The 
journey is long, difficult, and  
dangerous, and after losing her 
mother as a baby, Nisha can't 
imagine losing her homeland, too. 
But even if her country has been 
ripped apart, Nisha still believes in 
the possibility of putting herself 

back together. 

 Rickety Stitch and the Gelati-
nous Goo 1: The Road Trip to 
Epoli (Graphic Novel) 
By: Ben Costa 
Meet Rickety Stitch . . . a walking, 
talking, singing skeleton minstrel. 
He's the one skeleton in the dun-
geon who seems to have retained 
his soul, and he has no idea why. 
His only clue to his former identity 
is a song he hears snippets of in 
his dreams, an epic bard's tale 
about the Road to Epoli and the 
land of Eem. 
His sidekick and sole friend is the 
gelatinous Goo, who Rickety alone 
can understand. Together they set 
out in search of Rickety's past, 
with abundant humor and danger 
galore. 
 

The Wild Robot 
By: Peter Brown 
When robot Roz opens her eyes 
for the first time, she discovers 
that she is alone on a remote, wild 
island. She has no idea how she 
got there or what her purpose is--
but she knows she needs to  
survive. After battling a fierce 
storm and escaping a vicious bear 
attack, she realizes that her only 
hope for survival is to adapt to her 
surroundings and learn from the 
island's unwelcoming animal  
inhabitants. 
As Roz slowly befriends the  
animals, the island starts to feel 
like home--until, one day, the  
robot's mysterious past comes 
back to haunt her. 
 
The Benefits of Being an  
Octopus 
By: Ann Braden 
Seventh-grader Zoey has her 
hands full as she takes care of her 
much younger siblings after school 
every day while her mom works 
her shift at the pizza parlor.  
At school, Zoey tries to stay under 
the radar and hope that no one 
notices her. Zoey thinks how 
much easier everything would be if 
she were an octopus: eight arms 
to do eight things at once. Incredi-
ble camouflage ability and steady, 
unblinking vision. Powerful  
protective defenses. 
Once she joins the debate club 
and sees things in a whole new 
way, will Zoey find the courage to 
speak up, even if it means risking 
the most stable home she's ever 
had? 

The Hidden Witch 
(Graphic Novel) 
By: Molly Ostertag 
Aster and his family are adjust-
ing to his unconventional talent 
for witchery; unlike the other 
boys in his family, he isn't a 
shapeshifter. He's taking  
classes with his grandmother 
and helping to keep an eye on 
his great-uncle whose corrupted 
magic wreaked havoc on the 
family. 
Meanwhile, Aster's friend from 
the non-magical part of town, 
Charlie, is having problems of 
her own -- a curse has tried to 
attach itself to her. She runs to 
Aster and escapes it, but now 
the friends must find the source 
of the curse before more people 
-- normal and magical alike -- 
get hurt.  
 
Forever, or a Long, Long 
Time 
By: Caela Carter 
Flora and her brother, Julian, 
don't believe they were born. 
They've lived in so many foster 
homes, they can't remember 
where they came from. And 
even now that they've been 
adopted, Flora still struggles to 
believe that they've found their 
forever home. 
So along with their new mother, 
Flora and Julian begin a journey 
to go back and discover their 
past--for only then can they 
really begin to build their future. 
 
The Journey of Little Charlie 
By: Christopher Paul Curtis 
Twelve-year-old Charlie is down 
on his luck: His sharecropper 
father just died and Cap'n Buck 
-- the most fearsome man in 
Possum Moan, South Carolina -
- has come to collect a debt. 
Fearing for his life, Charlie 
strikes a deal with Cap'n Buck 
and agrees to track down some 
folks accused of stealing from 
the cap'n and his boss. It's not 
too bad of a bargain for  
Charlie... until he comes face-to
-face with the fugitives and 
discovers their true identities. 
Torn between his guilty  
conscience and his survival 
instinct, Charlie needs to figure 
out his next move -- and soon. 
It's only a matter of time before 
Cap'n Buck catches on. 

 
Margot and Mateo Save the 
World 
By: Darcy Miller 
What would you do if one morning 
you discovered slug-like aliens had 
invaded your town and were  
infecting the townspeople one by 
one? . . . Well, it doesn't matter 
what you'd do, because this story 
isn't about you. It's about Margot 
Blumenthal and Mateo Flores, two 
sixth graders who--on the same day 
they're supposed to make their 
stage debut in the school play--
stumble upon a huge, massive, 
earth-shattering plot to take over 
the world. 
 
Fort 
By: Cynthia DeFelice 
Wyatt and his friend Augie aren't 
looking for a fight. They're having 
the best summer of their lives  
hanging out in the fort they built in 
the woods, fishing and hunting, 
cooking over a campfire, and  
sleeping out. But when two older 
boys mess with the fort--and with 
another kid who can't fight back--
the friends are forced to launch 
Operation Doom, to get back at the 
bullies, with unexpected results for 
all concerned. 
 
The Bone Witch 
By: Rin Chupeco 
When Tea accidentally resurrects 
her brother from the dead, she 
learns she is different from the 
other witches in her family. Her gift 
for necromancy means that she's a 
bone witch, a title that makes her 
feared and ostracized by her  
community. But Tea finds solace 
and guidance with an older, wiser 
bone witch, who takes Tea and her 
brother to another land for training. 
In her new home, Tea puts all her 
energy into becoming an asha--one 
who can wield elemental magic. But 
dark forces are approaching quick-
ly, and in the face of danger, Tea 
will have to overcome her obsta-
cles...and make a powerful choice. 


